
Character Education Initiatives 

McKelvey Code of Conduct:  Our Code of Conduct reflects the way 

we engage with each other and are embedded in all that we do as a 

school (McKelvey learners are respectful, responsible, safe and 

cooperative).   

Class Meetings: Class meetings are held in each classroom for 

many purposes.  The Class Meetings are an essential part of our 

school day and occur weekly.  Class Meetings build unity, establish 

norms, build a strong culture of respect, and solve class issue and 

problems.  

Buddies:  Older students are paired with younger children and they 

form Buddy Classes. Activities that Buddies participate are aligned 

to the curriculum. Buddies classes read books, write stories, plan 

skits, complete science experiments, play math games, go on 

scavenger hunts, complete art projects, and may go on field trips 

together. 

McKelvey Students of Service (SOS): Students who have 

participated in a service-learning project or have shown character 

outside of the school environment fill out a form and showcase 

how they helped the community. Students of Service are featured 

on our social media pages.  Please see the linked application. 

Character Education Committee (Monthly): The Character 

Education Committee represents all members of our community 

(teachers, support staff and community members) and is divided into 

four subcommittees (tier I supports, tiers II/III supports, building 

recognition, and communications.  The subcommittees meet monthly 

and share with the larger group.  Committee members are 

responsible for making certain their teammates are aware of and 

fully implementing all character education initiatives. 

Kids of Character Focus Groups:  Focus groups are designed to give 

all children a voice and choice within the building.   

Home School Connection:  Character education updates are 

included in every newsletter that assist parents in integrating our 

code of conduct into their home environment.   

Home Side Activities:  These are completed each trimester, shared 

during a class meeting and then hung in the building. 



Character Education Link:  Our website features a character 

education link that allows parents to stay current with building 

initiatives and also provides links to useful character education 

websites. 

Building Universals:  Our character education committee developed 

a list of universals that are expected in all classrooms throughout 

the building. 

Family Involvement:  Our families play a very important role in the 

education of their children.  We offer a variety of both educational 

and fun opportunities for them to be a part of the McKelvey family.  

We sponsor the following: 

 Reading Breakfast 

 Math/ STEM Breakfast 

 A Taste of McKelvey (Cultural Night) 

 Special Person Day 

 McKelvey Fun Run 

 Art Show 

 Variety of musical concerts 

 

 

Problem Solving:  These meetings occur monthly when a teacher or 

another staff member has a concern about a student.  The 

structure is used as a resource for a school wide response to 

intervention.   Our Problem Solving Team consists of a 

multidisciplinary group of staff members including general and 

special education teachers, reading specialists, counselors, math 

specialist and administrators.  The team works very closely with 

families to support our children and ensure that all of our 

learners are making adequate academic and social growth.   

Mentors:  Are students determined in need of extra assistance are 

provided with a mentor that meets with them in the morning and in 

the afternoon as a daily check in and check out. 

Goal Setting:  Students are taught to set both academic and social 

goals based upon their current individual performance. 



Adopt a Staff Member:  All non-classroom teachers have been 

adopted by a classroom.  They are invited in regularly as guests in 

the classroom. 

School wide matrix of expectations:  The matrix shares expected 

behaviors throughout the building.  It allows for common 

expectations and common language. 

Classroom lessons:  to teach expected and desired behaviors. 

Code of Conduct:  posted in all rooms. 

Check in/Check Out:  This is an opportunity for students that have 

a need to check in and out with the same person each day to review 

their daily progress toward their behavioral goals. 

Braggin Dragon tickets: for following the McKelvey Code of 

Conduct.  Tickets state traits, allow for the behavior to be written 

in, and have a home connection.  These are shared over the 

announcements.   

Data Based Character Lessons:  Behaviors are looked at monthly 

and broken down by grade and location.  Guidance lessons are built 

upon the needs shown by office referrals.  Student groups are also 

determined with this data. 

Character Bulletin boards: set up throughout the building 

celebrating the character traits. 

Staff Braggin Dragons: allow staff members to share great things 

their peers are doing. 

Service Learning Projects:  Our students have worked to serve the 

greater community in a variety of ways.  They have researched 

veteran’s Day and sent letters to our veteran’s, McKelvey students 

have researched children’s hospital and collected money to 

support their goals.  They have researched the need for water in 

Africa and collected shoes for The Shoeman Water Project.  Our 

students have researched hunger and run a canned food drive. 


